
Sermon Notes 12-27-20 
The Wedding Feast of the Lamb 

 

1.   In his vision in Revelation 19:7-10, John saw and heard the heavenly multitudes praising 

God because the wedding feast of the Lamb, literally, the “marriage supper”, 

 was about to begin.  

 

 A.  The concept of the marriage supper is better understood in light of the wedding customs in 

the time of Christ. 

 

 B.  These wedding customs had three major parts.  

  1)  First, a marriage contract was signed  by the parents of the bride and the bridegroom, and 

the parents of the bridegroom or the bridegroom himself would pay a dowry to the bride or her parents.  

   -  This began what was called the betrothal period, what we would today call the 

engagement.  

   -  This period was the one Joseph and Mary were in when she was found to be with 

child.  

  2)  The second step in the process usually occurred a year later,  when the bridegroom, 

accompanied by his male friends, went to the house of the bride at midnight,  

        creating a torchlight parade through the streets.  

   -  The bride would know in advance this was going to take place, and so she would 

be ready with her maidens, and they would all join the parade and end up at the bridegroom’s home.  

   -  This custom is the basis of the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25.  

  3)  The third phase was the marriage supper itself, which might go on for days, as illustrated 

by the wedding at Cana in John 2. 

 

 C.  What John’s vision in Revelation pictures is the wedding feast of the Lamb (Jesus Christ) 

and His bride (the Church) in its third phase.  

  1)  The implication is that the first two phases have already taken place.  

  2)  The first phase was completed on earth when each individual believer placed his or her 

faith in Christ as Savior.  

   -  The dowry paid to the bridegroom’s parent (God the Father) would be the blood of 

Christ shed on the Bride’s behalf.  

   -  The Church on earth today, then, is “betrothed” to Christ, and, like the wise virgins 

in the parable, all believers should be watching and waiting for the appearance of the Bridegroom 

     (the rapture).  

  3)  The second phase symbolizes the rapture of the Church, when Christ comes to claim His 

bride and take her to the Father’s house.  

  4)  The marriage supper then follows as the third and final step.  

   -  The marriage supper of the Lamb takes place in heaven between the rapture and 

the second coming (during the 7 year tribulation on earth). 

 

 D.  Attending the wedding feast will be not only the Church as the Bride of Christ, but others as 

well.  

  1)  The “others” include the Old Testament saints.  

  2)  They will not have been resurrected yet, but their souls/spirits will be in heaven with us.  

  3)  As the angel told John to write, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper 

of the Lamb”  (Revelation 19:9).  

  4)  The marriage supper of the Lamb is a glorious celebration of all who are in Christ! 

 



2.  But there is no marriage without a bridegroom.  

 

 A.  And so, there is no marriage of the Church without the appearance of Christ.  

  1)  It goes without saying that Jesus must be manifested.  

  2)  He must leave the throne of God and appear in his glory. 

  3)  And when he appears, what shall be his title?  

  4)  Notice it says that “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.” 

      

 B.  This term of Jesus “the Lamb”, seems to be the special name of Christ  which John was 

accustomed to use.  

  1)  He probably heard it first from that other John, called the Baptist, when he said, “Behold 

the Lamb of God, which takes away the sins of the world.”  

  2)  Isaiah had compared the Christ to a lamb brought to the slaughter. 

 

 C.  It would seem that in the Book of the Revelation Jesus’ name would have been “the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah”  and the name of “the Lamb” would have been dropped.  

  1)  The name “the Lamb” seemed suitable for Jesus as He was despised and rejected of men, 

led to the slaughter, dumb and patient beneath the hands of cruel men.  

  2)  The name “the Lamb” seemed suitable for Gethsemane, and Golgotha.  

  3)  But John calls Jesus the “Lamb” all through the Book of the Revelation.  

  4)  John constantly writes about the Lamb, the Lamb in the midst of the throne, the Lamb 

leading his people to living fountains of water; and now the angel tells John to write about  

   the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

 

 D.  This seems all the more remarkable because, at first sight, it may seem incompatible  to 

blend those two things together, the Lamb and a marriage supper.  

  1)  But it seems that Jesus Christ, even in his highest glory, still wishes us to regard him as 

the sacrifice for sin.  

  2)  He desires to be viewed by us in his character as the Lamb slain from before the 

foundation of the world.  

  3)  This is a character which he never lays aside, and it is as the Lamb that he will manifest 

himself in the consummation of all things when his Church is perfected.   

 

3.  It is very appropriate for Christ to appear in glory as a Lamb, because it is as the Lamb that he has 

most fully displayed his love to his Church, to which he is espoused,  

      and to which he is to be married at that last great day.  

  

 A.  The marriage supper is a feast of love.  

  1)  It is here that Jesus best reveals himself because of His love.  

  2)  It is here that He appears as a bleeding sacrifice on the day of his triumph, our atoning 

sacrifice.  

  3)  There will be no marriage between your soul and Christ if you will not have him as the 

Lamb, for that marriage feast is to be the marriage of the Lamb, and of none else.  

  4)  It was Jesus Christ and him crucified, who knew no sin was made sin for us, that we might 

be made the righteousness of God in him. I  

  5)  The is no other sacrifice or savior than Christ, “who his own self bore our sins in his own 

body on the tree,” and who, “when he had by himself purged our sins,  

   sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high”. 

 

4.  Who are the people who are called to this great marriage feast? 

  

      A.  In one sense, we are all called to it. 



  1)  “Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”   

  2)  “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

  

 B.  The call, “Behold, the Bridegroom comes,” is to the foolish virgins as well as to the wise,  and 

if you do not come, it is not because you were never invited  to come to Christ.  

 

 C.  The “catch” is that we need to seek his grace now so that you may see his face with joy in the 

great day of his appearing. 

  1)  While there is a blessedness in being called, it becomes a curse, if being called, sinners 

refuse to come to the Savior.  

  2)  So, those who will come are those who have accepted the invitation.  

 

 D.  There was never any unwillingness in Christ to receive the guilty.  

  1)  The unwillingness is in us.  

  2)  If you are willing to receive Jesus then you will be among those who are called to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb. 

 

5.  Those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb have the prospect which blesses us even 

now.  

 

 A.  If you are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb, the text says that you are blessed. 

  1)  “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  

  2)  Disneyland example 

   - When my dad told me on Tuesday that on Saturday we were going to Disneyland I 

got excited right then, not on Saturday. 

   -  But my dad would how the ticket until Saturday and would only give it to me as I 

got to the turnstile and would give to the person there 

   -  That way I could not lose it before Saturday came. 

  3)  Faith is the issue 

   -  We can Celebration now for what is to come. 

 

 B.  You cannot be left outside the wedding feast if you have trusted in Jesus. 

  1)  Rest assured that that Lamb who will be your Bridegroom, and at whose marriage supper 

you shall be present to praise the glory of his grace for ever and ever. Amen. 

 


